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From: Dave Stiefvater <dbstiefvater@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 7:06 AM 
To: Michelle Tate <Michelle.L.Tate@state.or.us> 
Cc: Mikal Cline <mikal.l.cline@state.or.us>; Bruno Jagelski <bjagelski@yturrirose.com>; Tyler 
Dungannon <TD@oregonhunters.org> 
Subject: Sage Grouse - Commission Meeting April 23, 2021 
 
Tate, 
I have attached a letter to the Commission about possible closing 
sage grouse season in Oregon.  Please contact me with any 
questions or information about the Commission Meeting. 
Thank you, 
Dave Stiefvater 
Malheur County Chapter of Pheasants Forever 
Habitat Coordinator 
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Date: April 3, 2021 
Subject: Sage Grouse April 23, 21 Commission Meeting 
To: ODFW Commission 
From: Dave Stiefvater 
Malheur County Chapter of Pheasants Forever 
Habitat Coordinator  
 
Resent Commission discussion on possibly closing Oregon Sage Grouse 
season has been brought to our attention.   
 
Oregon Sage Grouse has been scientifically studied in Oregon since 1941.  
Part of the studied includes wing analysis.  This is successful only by hunters 
in Oregon harvesting sage grouse during a controlled hunting season and 
returning wings to ODFW. The plumage patterns on sage grouse wings 
provide a wealth of information regarding the population structure and 
reproductive output of Oregon’s population.  From the wing analysis, 
biologist can estimate the sage grouse sex ratios, chick production, nesting 
success, and date of hatch information which would be challenging or 
impossible to collect at a broad scale using other means. 
 
Effective conservation requires knowledge regarding the population size and 
trend of a species.  ODFW is the lead agency for sage-grouse population 
monitoring in Oregon.  Population monitoring of sage grouse is conducted 
using spring lek surveys, summer brood routes, and hunter harvested wing 
analysis. 
 
The scientific study of wing analysis is accomplished by hunters during a 
controlled hunting season.  Malheur County Chapter of Pheasants Forever 
strongly opposes any closures of sage grouse seasons in Oregon.   
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